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Preventing Gun Violence
Abstract
Gun violence prevention and control has been a hotly debated subject over the last few decades. Firearm violence remains an issue yet to be resolved in the US as mass-shooting continues to rampage the society into pieces. The major cities are the ones that have been highly hit by the issue of gun violence. However, there is no single profile that can reliably predict the individual who will violently use a gun. This research study examines the various ways that can be employed to reduce or prevent gun violence within major cities across the United States of America.
Introduction
Gun violence has been on the rise within major cities around the United States. Despite the calls to stop gun violence, most of the major cities in the USA such as Chicago and New York have witnessed an increasing record of gun violence incidences. For instance, between January and July 2020, there has been recorded a total of 777 shootings in New York City (Tommy 1). There seem to be preventive measures which have from time to time proved to be ineffective. It is not only the high-profile mass shootings that the authority are supposed to prevent as well as the daily deaths resulted from gun violence (Hemenway 310). The government as well as the rest of the other interested partners have proposed various ways through which gun violence in major US cities can be prevented. 
Reasons for Increase in Gun Violence
Various reasons are associated with an increase in gun violence. Some of the reasons for the increase in gun violence are social inequality, income inequality, and easy access to firearms by high-risk people and lack of opportunity as well as perceptions of hopelessness. 
Social Inequality
Social inequality has been linked to increasing gun violence in the United States of America. Social determinants have been said to have fueled this kind of behavior. According to the World Health Organization, the social determinants of health are the upstream social as well as economic conditions in which individuals are born, grow, live, work, and age which molds an individual as well as in group health differences (Crews 156). Within the cities are found people who grow in areas that do not positively impact their health as well as ensuring that they get molded into good people and therefore they result in engaging in gun violence.
Income Inequality
The United States has one of the highest levels of income inequality among the high-income nations in the world. There is tremendous variability in income inequality levels by state, county, and metropolitan areas. In some counties, for instance, the average income of the top 1% is around 45 times more than that of the bottom 99% (Crews 199). Therefore, this is a significant difference and people living within the same state or county might start to use guns in the robbery or some other means of getting forcefully money from others. 
Easy Access to Firearms by High-risk People
Some states have passed strict requirements for a person to obtain a firearm, whereas others have no such strict laws. This is one of the reasons why there is a varying number of cases between the states. For instance, in the states that have strict laws about gun ownership, the incidences of gun violence are lower compared to those which do not have those strict measures. High-risk people could involve those who are mentally ill or those who have had previous cases (E, M K. S.  128). The people who have been licensed by the federal to sell guns have access to a database containing details of people who have been involved in crimes as well as those who are mentally ill. However, these sellers could be compelled by the need to make money into selling guns without doing a background check and therefore endangering the lives of these people as well as those of others in the surrounding.  
Prevention of Gun Violence
There are different ways through which the states can use to reduce the chances of gun violence. Some of these ways are putting in place sensible gun laws, the creation of a gun safety culture within the society, and support of gun violence research by the government and the society as well. 
Put in Place Sensible Gun Laws
The states have been reaching out for laws that are aimed at ensuring control of gun ownership. The states have reached for a different set of laws restricting gun ownership. There are states which have witnessed a lower number of cases of gun violence than others. This means that there are states which already have reached for gun control laws that are working, whereas others have reached for laws that are not sensible (Hemenway 304). For instance, states should make laws that prohibit ownership of dangerous weapons by banning high capacity magazines and bump stocks. They should also ensure that a background check has been done without loopholes so that guns can end up getting into safer hands.
Create a Gun Safety Culture within the Society
The US is the leading nation in terms of gun ownership. Therefore, there is a need to establish a culture of gun safety. This can be ensured by reducing gun access to youth and people who are at a high risk of harming themselves or others. This will reduce the chances of firearms landing in the hands of those who have been violent toward their families and partners and those who have previously been involved in violent convictions (Gabor 19). The state could also hold the gun industry accountable and put measures that will ensure that there is adequate oversight over the sales of guns. This is a measure that will ensure that the licensed firearm dealers will be more vigilant and will not sell a gun without going through background checks. The state can also embark on a mission to engage the firearms dealers and owners in coming up with viable solutions. For instance, some dealers and range owners have already been trained in suicide prevention. Besides, the states should insist on mandatory training and licensing for the firearm owners (Gabor 23). The state can be organized recurring education on the safety and use of guns which leads to the issuing of permits. 


The Government and the Society to Support Gun Violence Research
The states should embrace research that is aimed at resolving the issue of gun violence. The states and the society should ensure that the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention as well as others are provided with the necessary resources to study this issue and hence provide science-based guidance (Gabor 17). CDC can help resolve the issue through tracking, assessing, and developing strategies to prevent gun violence. For instance, California state has launched the Firearm Violence Prevention Research Center at UC Davis to help in minimizing chances of gun violence happening around the state. This is the reason why cases of gun violence in California State have declined over the past few years.
Recommendations
Reduction of easy access to dangerous weapons
The states should come up with laws that prohibit the sale of dangerous firearms to civilians. Civilians should be allowed to buy guns that have a low capacity. Civilians are not trained on how to use guns and therefore, the state should ensure that they are trained and issued with renewable licenses. This will ensure that the guns can be traced and therefore kept in control. 
Creation of a gun safety culture
Society and the authority should ensure that they have cultivated a gun-safety culture. The authority can hold the gun industry responsible for any damage caused by guns which are in the hands of people who do not meet the criteria to have a gun. They should also restrict ownership of guns. People of have been convicted or those who pose a high-risk of violence should not be issued with guns. 
Support community planning and the implementation of comprehensive community safety plans.
There should be support for plans that are put in place by the state or society to control gun ownership. There should also be in placed comprehensive community safety plans that are meant to ensure that society is safer than before from gun violence. 
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